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THE  STORY 

OF 

THE  BLACK  WATCH 


Hail!    gallant    rcKimcnt,    l-'reiccadan    Dubli, 

UliciicviT    .Mbiun    needs    thine    aid; 
"Aye,    ready  I"    ft)r    wliatever    foe 

Shall    dare    to    meet    the    lilaek    lirJKade. 
Witness    disastrous    Fontenoy: 

When   all    seemed    lost,    who   broUKht    us   through 
And    bore    the    burnt?      '"I'lie    Kortytwo;" 

•The    illack    Watch,"    "DuRald    Dhu." 

The  brave  deeds  of  brave  men  always  make  interestint;, 
entertaining  and  instructive  reading.  In  this  category 
there  is  no  body  of  men  better  entitled  to  appear  than 
the  old  4Jnd  Koyal  Highlanders,  ur  the  famous  "Black 
Watch,"  a  regiment  which  has  earned  for  itself  a  repu- 
tation for  gallantry  and  discipline  second  to  none  of  all 
the  famous  regiments  that  form  His  Majesty's  Army, 
and  the  band  of  which,  with  pipers  and  all — sixty-two 
pieces,  all  told — will  be  at  the  C'anailian  National  Kx- 
hibition,  Toronto,  August  jgth  to  September  loth,  of  the 
present  year.  From  the  date  of  their  formation  in  1725 
the  Royal  Hi'dilanders  have  been  noted,  first,  for  their 
loyalty,  and  next,  for  their  dash,  endurance  and  devo- 
tion to  duty.  It  was  in  the  year  name<I,  after  the  fruit- 
less attempt  of  the  Jacobites  to  involve  Scotland  in  civil 
war,  that  a  number  of  Highland  gentlemen  volunteere<l 
for  the  service  of  the  <"rown;  and  in  1729  the  fiovern- 
nient  resolved  that  these  loyal  Hisjhlanders  should  be 
embodie<l  and  constituted  part  of  the  regular  domestic 
military  force  of  Scotland.  At  that  time  six  inde|)et!dent 
companies  were  formed,  three  of  one  hundred  men  each 
and  three  of  seventy-five,  all  the  officers,  from  the 
ctdonel    down,    being    leading    Highland    chieftains. 

These  independent  companies  wore  the  clan  tartan, 
consisting  mostly  of  th?  black,  blue  and  green  of  their 
respective  commanders,  an<l  from  their  sombre  appear- 
ance they  were  designated  "Am  F'reiceadan  Uubh,"  or 
"Black    Watch,"    to    distinguish    them    from    the    regular 


.i-«^ 


troo|><,  who  were  called  "SaJKhdcaraii  DcarK,"  or  "Red 
itoldierii,"  on  acioiiiit  of  the  prevaihtiK  colour  ol'  tlicir 
utiiforni.  'i'hc  private  men  of  the  "Ulack  Watch"  were 
|>ri<vidi-d  «iih  ^lll^kl'|<■  and  bayuncts,  and  l>  •'i>\v»  ther»c 
wea|Hiiw  t'.'uh  llixlilaihlir  hail  liix  liriiad4»ord,  taiKCI, 
IHiIkIh  and  dtrk  1  he  strKcants  earned  the  ItiaKh,  i>r 
Loihalxr  axe.  Ast  the  ii|ieratiiiiis  of  Iheno  coinpaiiie-. 
were  contiiud  t"  llitir  own  territories,  they  eMli-.li  d  the 
!.er\iee>  if  the  iiienihers  of  many  disliiiKUiHlied  faiiiilien. 
In  its  early  history,  the  diilie*  of  the  "lilaek  Watch" 
were  to  enforce  the  olinoxioiis  l)i«ariiiiiiu  .\ct,  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  disalTec'eil  clans,  and  to  check  the 
dori'dalioin  of  the  t'aler;ins  nr  lli|{lilanil  roliliers.  So 
v\ell  did  they  perform  these  duties  that  in  I'.V)  lli> 
.\lajesly  (leiOKe  II.  I'e  ided  to  raise  four  addilion.il 
com|ianies,  anil  to  ineorimrate  them  as  a  reKiment  of 
the  line.  The  I'^.irl  of  (r.iwfnrd  .iiid  l.indsiiy  was 
:ili|>oiiiled    col.  Mel. 

Their  uiiilorm  orininally  con..isted  of  seailct  j.nket 
and  waistcoat,  with  butt  laeiiiKs  and  while  l.ice;  a  tartan 
plaid  twcKe  yards  loiii;,  pl.iited  aroimd  the  middle  of 
the  holly,  the  upper  p:,rt  heiiiK  tixed  on  the  left  sliinilder, 
ready  to  he  thrown  loose  ami  wrapped  over  both  shoul- 
ders and  musket  in  wet  weather.  This  was  called  the 
belted  idaid,  and  was  worn  on  full  ilriss  parades  and 
duties,  hut  in  barr,-icks,  and  when  not  on  duly,  the 
idiilibcK,  or  little  kilt,  w.is  worn.  The  he.iddress  was 
a  bine  bonnet,  hor.lered  with  white,  red  and  Kreen,  ar- 
raiiKeil  in  small  si|iiares  to  resemble,  ,is  is  s.iid,  the  I'ess 
C'lieiiuey  in  the  arms  of  the  Stewart  family.  Tartan 
ho.se  with  biickl.d  shoes  were  worn;  and  purses  made 
of  baduer  skin.  The  olVieers'  dress  coals  were  em- 
broideied  with  Kold,  while  the  serneanls'  jackets  were 
trimmed     with    r-ilver    lace. 

In  I74,t  the  "I'd.'ick  Watch"  \\ere  lirst  sent  on  foreiKii 
si-rviie,  and  from  that  lime  on  the  employment  of  this 
miuniliceni  regiment  in  defence  of  the  Kmpire  has 
been    almost    continuous. 

Wherever  they  have  been  they  have  playeil  their  part 
in  ;i  manner  that  Ins  earned  them  si>ecial  mention  in 
despatches.  Their  renown  extends  lo  all  <iuarters  of  the 
ylobe,  while  in  I'anada  their  name  and  fame  are  almost 
as  familiar  as  in  historic  Scotland  itself.  Space  will  not 
permit   a   detailed   history    jf    their   career,    or   of   all    their 


«|il<'ii(lii|  frat«  ii(  nr?!!*.  I'rinr.  tlirrffori-,  tn  «i»i"s;  ''■• 
<>i'ri|>tioii«  iif  ilif  |>rtiui|>at  iNirilit  aiiil  iiuiili-nli  in  wliiili 
llii-  (.1111  UK  nuiim  lit  li.ts  lutii  iMH!aK>''l.  •■'  ''""t  ii  lure 
»itli  ptriciili  c|  ill  I  liri'iiiilii^ii  al  iirdrr  nf  tlic  priiu  ip.il 
c'lviiii    ill    ;lu-    liiNli>r\    iif    till'    rtuimi'iil  : 
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Ut-KiDii'iit    <'iK'ii<i/<.'<l- 

I'.iiiliarktil    liir    llamU'rs. 

Ilattio    iif     I'diili-noy. 

Ilaltif    of    I'rt'Ht.Hi     ran*. 

Srrvi'il     in     N'orlli     Aimrica. 

Sirvi'd     in     I'lamlrrs. 

Nuiiili«r    of    rrtfiini-nt    f\\v\    as    I'urlj  spcniul. 

I- iiiliarks     fur     Nnrlli      Vimiiia. 

Attack    (Ml     riKHiilirona. 

Sct'oml    liallaliiiii    ni'^aiii/t'il. 

Aiitliiiri/nl       to      luar      llir      distiiutii'ii       nf 
"Kciyal     lliililanil     KckIiiu-iiI." 
i-S")- Attaik    on     Martinique. 

Capture    of    ( luadaloiipe. 

Sri-oml       hallalion        cinliarks        for        North 
Afiit-riiM. 

Si'ii'iid    attack   mi    'ricoiulcroKa. 

I'apture     of     Mmitreal. 
■('apturt'    of    .\Iartiiii(|Uo. 

('a|>tiirc    of    Havana. 

Kiiiliarks    for    North    .NnuTica. 
-ICmployeil     aKain^t     Keel     .Men. 

Ktnbarks   for    Ireland. 

Kinharks    fi  r    North     .\mcrica. 

Ilattle    of    I'.rooklyn. 
1776  - -('ai>lure    of    I.oiik     [-laini. 

Sieue   of    h'ort    XVasliiiiKton. 

AtTair    at     l'is(|uata. 

Kx|ieditioii      to      Pennsylvania. 

Itattle    of    Mrandywine. 

Itattle    of    rierinantown. 
1 770— Capture    of    Stoney    Point    and    X'ereiilank. 
17H0 — Siege    of    Cliarlestown. 

1781 — Second    battalion    eniharks    for    West    Indies. 
178,1  —  Kenioved    to    Nova    .Scoti.i. 
1785     New     colors     prcseiiteil     to     regiment. 
178^- Second     haltalion     made    7.ir'l     KeKiiiieiit. 
1780 — \eturn    to    KiiKland. 
1  7go — kej,'iniental     Itaiid    ornanizcil. 
I7<),1 — Served     in     Flanders. 
I7()^ — West    Indies    asain. 
1706- Capture    of    St.    Lucia. 
170"  —Capture    of    Minorca. 
1801  —  liatile    of     .\boukir     I!ay. 

Rattle    of    Alexandria     May. 

Autliorized    to   bear    "Spliynx"    and    "l-'.^ypt" 
on    reRiment's    colors. 
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,8„j_|oiiis    the    army    in    Portugal. 
1809— i'.attlc   of   Coruima. 

Kxpedition    against    Holland. 
,S,_,_SicKe   of   C'iiulad    Rodcrigo. 
Siege    of    liadajoz. 
liattle  of   Salamanea. 
i8r3— Hattle    of    Vittoria. 
I'.attle    of    Pyrenees. 
Itattle    of    Nivelle. 
18 1 4 — Mattle    of    Toulouse. 
1815— Hattle   of    Ouatre    P.ras. 

Battle   of   Waterloo. 
1854— War    of    the    Crimea. 
P.attle    of    the    .\lma. 
Hattle    of    Palaclava. 
1856— Fall    of    Sehastapol. 
1857— Pat. le    of    Cawnpore. 
1858 -Relief      of      Lucknow 

spectacle    at     Canadian 
tion.     Toronto.) 
i8s9-.\uthorized     to    bear     "LucKnow       on     regi- 
mental   colors. 
,86,_Xew    colors    presented    by    Sir    Hugh    Rose. 

Commander-in-Chief. 
,868— Return    to    Edinbur!.di,    grand    reception. 
1871— Kxpedition    against     .\sh.inti. 
,874_Capture      Horborassie,  loaful.      Pecquah 

and    Ordahan    and    Coomassie. 
1882— Rattle    of    Telel-Kebir. 
1884— Rattle   of    K!    Teh. 

Capture    of    Kirbekan. 
,8q8— Rattle    of    Khartoum.  .     „ 

,8gq_South     Africa,     "Magersfontcin. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  "Plack  Watch"  in  S..uth 
.Africa,  and  especially  in  the  terrible  assault  at  Magers- 
fontcin. when  their  beloved  lea.ler.  Col.  Waucho,.e,  was 
killed,  and  m.-.nv  brave,  stalwart  Highlander,  met  their 
fate  the  history  is  too  recent  to  need  repetition.  With 
this  incidental  mention  therefore  we  bring  this  brief 
record  of  the  Kmpire's  mi>st  distinguishc.l  cori.s  to  a 
close,  fuMv  assured  that  in  peace  or  war,  in  camp  or 
quarters,  the  "Black  Watch"  will  ever  maintain  the 
Rlorious    reputation    won   by   the   ".\uld    Forty    Twa." 

"«lacl;  Ulatcb   at  jfontcnc!? 

In  .\pril.  1754,  the  French  General,  Marshal  Saxe.  at 
the  he.id  of  76.000  mm,  was  invading  Tournay,  and  the 
Duke  of  C-umberland  led  the  allied  forces  to  the  relief 
of  that  citv.  The  riv.al  armies  came  into  collision  at 
Fontenov.  where  the  "Black  W.itch,"  with  sword,  pistol 
and  dirk,  fov.ci  the  French  to  give  up  a  strong  positupii 
at  great  loss.  In  a  second  attack  on  Fontcnoy  the 
Highlanders    were    conspicuous    for   the.r    intrepidity    and 


clan,  for  rushitiK  furward  tlicy  witlumt  waiting  for  the 
slow  Tuovo  of  the  Oiitch.  carric<l,  sword  in  hand,  a  post 
hidd  hy  tire  IVcnih  Ciiiards.  Ajiain  anil  again  thc 
IliKhlan.lcrs  attacked  tlie  Krincli,  who  were  entrenched 
in  a  strong  iiosition.  They  seemed  to  he  everywhere, 
and  everywhere  they  scenieil  to  he,  the  IVeneh  gave  way 
with  terrible  loss.  t'onnt  I.ally's  famous  Irish  brigade 
liowever,  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  enemy,  for  whom 
they   saved   tlu-   day. 

riianks  to  gallantry  and  discipline  of  the  "I'dack 
Watch,"  the  Dutch  and  TVitish  were  enabled  to  retire  in 
good  order.  Si)eaking  of  this  engagement,  which  was 
the  maiden  battle  of  the  "lilack  Watch,"  l)o<ldriilge 
says:  "The  gallantry  of  Sir  Robert  Munro  and  his 
Highlanders  was  the  theme  of  admiration  throughout 
aK    r.ritain." 

Cbc  part  tbc  ♦^asiacl;  lUatcb"  IMa«c&  in 
Sccutinfl  Cana&a  for  JBritain 

In  the  spring  of  1756  hostilities  having  broken  out 
I)etween  the  French  and  British  colonies  in  North  Am- 
erica, the  "Rlack  Watch"  embarked  for  New  York  under 
command  of  f.ieut.C'ol.  Grant.  Arriving  there  in  June, 
the  "I'.lack  Watch"  proceeded  to  Albany,  where  they 
were  helil  in  readiness  to  repel  any  attacks  on  British 
lerritorv  which  the  French  might  make  fnmi  I..ike 
Cbamplain.  The  French,  however,  limited  their  efforts 
to  the  erection  of  the  I'ort  Ticotideroga  on  the  shores 
of   the    lake. 

After  taking  part  in  several  minor  engagements,  in  the 
spring  of  1758,  the  42nd  was  ordered  to  join  a  body  of 
troops  selected  to  attack  Ticimderoga  under  General 
.\bercromby.  The  fort  could  only  be  approached  from 
one  -ide,  which  was  strongly  entrenched,  the  garrison 
nundtering  some  .S.ooo  men.  The  assaulting  columns 
were  imable  to  force  their  way  through  the  abattis,  on 
account  of  the  many  obstacles  which  had  been  jilaced 
in  their  way,  and  sutTered  heavily  from  artillery  and 
musketry  tire,  whereupon  the  "I'.lack  Watch"  rushed 
{•.,,-.,;  ..,-.!  frr.iii  !!;i-  reserve,  hewed,  their  w-tv  through  the 
obstacles  with  their  broad  swords,  an<l,  no  ladders  hav- 
ing been  provided,  made  strenucuis  efforts  to  carry  the 
breastwork,  partly  by  mounting  on  each  other's  shoul- 
ders and  i>artly  by  placing  their  feet  in  holes  which 
they   dug   with   their   swdrds   and   bayonets. 


After  a  desperate  stniKnIc  of  four  hours'  duration 
Cieiieral  .\l)ertr(>ml>y  ordered  a  retreat,  an  order  wliieh 
had  to  be  thriee  repeated  before  the  MiKhlanders  wt)uld 
withdraw. 

As  an  eyewitness  described  them:  "They  appeared 
like  lions  breaking  froni  their  chains,  and,  thouKh 
unable   to    carry    the    fort,    they    earned    immortal    filory." 

In  this  one  engaKement  they  lost  8  oflicers,  9  ser- 
geants and  21)7  men  killed;  17  officers,  10  sergeants  and 
306    men    wounded. 

His  Majesty  Ceorge  II.,  recognizing  their  splemlid 
bravery  an<l  sacrifice,  conferred  upon  the  "Ulack  Watch" 
the   title   of   the    Royal    Highland    Regiment. 

In  luly.  1759.  the  second  battalion  joined  the  first  at 
Ticonderoga,  which,  along  with  Crown  I'oint  and  Isle 
aux   Noix,    was   evacuated   by    the    I'Vench. 

In  the  campaign  of  1760  the  first  and  second  bat- 
talions were  lar»;ely  instrumental  in  con(|uering  Canada 
for  the  Hritish,  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  capture 
of    Montreal. 

(Tbc  "KeD  fjcchlc 

.Since  1795  the  soldiers  of  tlic  "Hlack  Watch"  have 
worn  a  red  feather  or  "heckle"  in  their  bonnets,  being 
in  this  respect  distinguished  from  all  other  Highland 
regiments.  The  following  is  the  story  of  the  "glorious 
ol<l  red  heckle"  as  told  by  Donald  Cameron,  of  Canip- 
belton,  Invernesshirc,  who  himself  took  part  in  the 
exploit : 

"Much  has  been  said  and  much  conjectured  of  the 
manner  in  whiih  the  red  feather  was  awarded  as  a  dis- 
tinctive mark  to  be  worn  by  the  4Jnd  Regiment,  the 
truth  of  which  is  as  follows:  A  movement  of  the  ar:-;,- 
in  Holland  having  taken  place  on  the  last  days  <if 
December,  1794.  tlie  4Jnd  Regiment,  (juarlered  at  Thuyl, 
received  urders  to  march  late  on  the  night  of  ,!ist 
December  towar<ls  Hommell.  distant  about  twenty  miles, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River  Waal,  and  arriveil 
about  four  o'clock  1st  January.  1795,  near  the  bank  of 
the  river,  having  taken  a  circuitous  march,  as  did  also 
3  t!i!!iib:r  more  reiriments.  an<!  rested  till  davbreak, 
when  the  attack  was  made,  and  drove  the  French  across 
the  river  on  the  ice,  and  held  a  position  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  till  the  evening  of  the  ^n\,  when  a  partial 
retreat  took  place,  leaving  strong  iiiciiuets.  Karly  on 
the   morning   of   the    I4tli   the   picciucts   were   overpowered 
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by  the  French,  and  obliged  to  retreat  towards  the  village 
of  Guildermalson,  where  the  42nd  and  other  corps  were 
stationed.  The  cavalry  of  the  French  pushed  their  way 
lIirouRh  the  retreating  picquets  to  the  very  ranks,  some 
of  which  cavalry  fell  into  our  hands.  A  trumpeter  re- 
mained with  the  regiment  for  some  time  after  our  arrival 
in  England,  who  was  given  over  to  the  York  Rangers 
for   a   trumpeter   at   the    formation    of   that   c>  rps. 

The  iith  Light  Dragoons  were  stationed  in  front  of 
the  village  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  pic(iuets  with 
their  field  pieces;  and,  instead  of  resisting  the  charge 
of  the  French  cavalry,  they  immediately  retreated  at  a 
furious  rate  to  the  rear  of  the  village,  leaving  their 
guns  in  possession  of  the  French  cavalry,  who  com- 
menced drajiKing  them  otT.  An  A.D.C.  (Major  Kose) 
came  and  ordered  the  commanding  officer  (.Major 
Dahymple)  of  the  4-'nd  Regiment  to  advance  and  re- 
take the  guns  of  the  nth  Dragoons,  which  was  im- 
mediately com|)licd  with,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed 
and  three  wuumled.  The  guns  were  dragged  in  by  the 
men  as  the  harness  had  been  cut  and  the  horses  dis- 
abled. There  was  no  notice  taken  of  this  aftair  at  the 
time    as    all    was    bustle    and    confusion. 

Muth  had  been  said  and  conjcct.red  about  the  con- 
duct of  the  nth  Dragoons  on  the  4tli  of  January,  1795, 
and,  although  it  was  rumored  that  some  distinctive  mark 
was  to  be  awarded  to  the  4Jnd  Regiment,  we  never 
thought  that  the  transfer  of  the  red  feather  from  the 
I  ith  Dragoons  to  the  corps  was  to  be  the  distinctive 
mark  conferred.  The  nth  Dragoons  were  substituted 
with   the    uhite    feather    and    yellow   to]). 

On  the  4th  June.  179^.  wIkmi  (|uartered  at  Koyston. 
near  t'and)ri(lgt;.  after  tiring  three  niunils  in  honor  of 
II. .M.  C.iorge  II  I. "s  birthday,  a  box  containing  the 
feathers  arrived  on  the  coinnion,  which  were  distrilnUed 
to  the  (■llin'i-.  and  men,  the  connnanding  otTicer  giving 
a  s|K'eili.  the  subject  of  which  was  the  honor  of  wear- 
iii<;  tile  red  feather,  conferred  on  the  4-'nd  Regiment 
for    their    gallant    tonduet    on    the    4th    January.    1795. 

"The  olVicers  and  men  )ilaced  the  fe.ithers  in  their 
•>.ii,,r'?s,  Tiv!  nnr*'b.-d  into  Roy-ton.  and  :)'.'.  •!  ;  evenins; 
of  4th  of  June  were  paid  the  arrears  due  for  eighteen 
nKMitlis,  with  a  caution  to  keep  close  to  their  own 
billets    and    be    regular." 

(Signcl),  Donald    Camkro-n. 
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Zbc  "JSlacf.  ^aatcb"  at  Bboufiir  3Ba^ 

III  1801  Sir  Ralph  Abe icroinby,  witli  a  force  of  which 
the  4211(1  formed  part,  proceeded  to  K^ypt  to  expel  the 
I'reneh  '•Army  of  the  '-"ist"  from  that  country.  On 
the  1st  March  the  tleet  .chorcd  at  Ahoiikir  May,  and 
on  tlic  8th,  150  boats,  laden  with  5,000  troops,  rendez- 
voused under  the  lee  of  .\rondovi,  and  pulled  for  the 
shore.  In  the  face  of  a  terrific  fire  tlie  British  troops 
landed,  and,  forminn  "P  in  line,  rushed  forward  to  the 
attack,  led  by  Ciencral  Moore,  who  commanded  the  divi- 
sion to  which  the  4Jnd  was  attached.  "The  Royal  High- 
landers," writes  Mr.  Cameron,  "leaped  on  shore,  formed 
on  the  beach,  and  rushiuR  up  the  steep  ascent,  rendered 
difficult  by  loose  sand,  in  the  face  of  the  fire  of  a 
battalion  of  infantry  and  two  Runs,  speedily  gained  the 
summit,  and  instantly  closing  on  their  numerous 
opponents  with  bayonets;^,  drove  them  from  their  position 
before  they  had  time  to  fire  a  second  volley,  .'scarcely 
had  the  'lilack  Watch'  driven  back  the  French  infantry 
when  a  S(|uadron  of  cavalry  galloped  forward  to  cliar>;e 
them,  but  it  was  inimediately  repulsed  with  the  loss 
of  its  commandinK  officer."  The  I'reneh  rallied  in  rear 
of  a  second  line  of  sand-hills,  from  which  they  main- 
tained a  scattered  fire,  hut  the  British  troops  pressed  on 
and  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  thus  acliiev- 
iuR  a  victory  "almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals 
of  war."  On  this  occasion  the  4Jnd  lost  31  men  killed 
and    8    officers   and    151    men    woundeil. 

Mattlc  of  aicjan&ria 

After  one  or  two  minor  eiiRaKements,  in  which  the 
British  were  victorious,  the  oi)posinK  armies  faced  each 
other  before  .Alexandria  for  the  decisive  battle  of  the 
ICxyptiaii    campaij!!!. 

At  3  a.m.  on  the  memorable  21st  March.  1801,  in 
accordance  with  Sir  Hal]>h  .Miercromby's  invariable 
custom,  the  I'.ritish  troops  were  under  arms  in  the  dark, 
l-'or  half  an  hour  not  a  souiicl  was  licard:  then  the 
discharKc  of  musketry  aiul  artillery  on  the  left  an- 
nounced that  an  attack  was  .'ibnnt  to  be  made,  and 
presently  the  p!-.i|iicts  were  rapidly  ilriven  in.  'Idle  28th 
was    at    once    ordered    into    the    redoubt    on    the    left    of    a 
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ruiiicil  palace,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  42n(l,  under 
Major  James  Stirling,  furnied  up  200  yards  in  the  rear. 
Scarcely  were  these  dispositions  made  when  the  enemy 
attacked  the  ruins,  the  redouht  and  the  left  wing  of 
the  (JMd,  hut  were  repulsed  hy  the  steady  fire  of  the 
llritish. 

I'avored  hy  the  gloom  and  noise  of  the  comhat  in 
front,  a  demi-hrigade  of  I'rench  ("irjnadiers,  known  as 
the  "Invincihles,"  preceded  hy  a  6poundcr  gun,  now 
penetrated  unohserve<l  hetwecn  the  wings  of  the  42nd. 
The  monieiit  this  column  was  ohservcd  tlie  right  wing 
of  the  42nd  attacked  its  front,  and  ca|)tnred  the  6- 
pounder,  while  ^lajor  Stirling,  facing  his  rear 
rank  ahout,  attacked  its  rear.  Caught  between  two 
tires,  the  "Invincihles"  rushed  towards  the  ruins, 
receiving,  as  they  passed,  the  tire  of  the  j8th  and  40th 
llank  companies,  fulloweil  hy  the  "lilack  Watch"  in  hot 
pursuit,  and  as  they  entereil  the  ruins  two  companies 
of  the  sHth  charged  them  with  the  bayonet.  Thus 
hrouglit  to  bay,  the  "Invincihles"  fought  with  desperate 
courage,  and  did  not  surrender  until  nearly  700  of 
their  number  were  hors  de  combat.  The  standard  of 
the  "Invincihles"  was  captured  and  i>laced  ir.  charge 
of  Sergeant  Sinclair  of  the  (irenadicr  Company  42nd, 
with  <lirections  to  remain  close  to  the  gun  which  the 
regiment    had    captured. 

The  "Invincihles"  being  thus  disposed  of,  the  42nd 
issued  from  the  ruins,  and  commenced  to  form  line  in 
battalion  on  the  tiats,  with  their  right  supported  by 
the  redouht;  but  at  that  moment  another  column  of 
I'rench  infantry  pressed  forward  so  rapidly  that  (ieneral 
Moore  ordered  the  regiment  to  advance  before  its  forma- 
tion was  completed.  Cheered  on  hy  Sir  Ralph  Aher- 
cromby.  who  was  on  the  spot,  the  "Black  Watch" 
charged  with  renewed  ardor,  and  driving  back  their 
asailants,  pursued  them  along  the  sandy  plain.  They 
were  in  full  pursuit  when  Cicneral  Moore  perceivcil  three 
sc|uadrons  of  French  cavalry  preparing  to  charge  through 
the  intervals  ot  the  retreating  infantry,  so  lie  at  once 
ordered  the  42nd  to  resume  its  former  position.  This 
oriler,  however,  was  only  partially  heard,  and  whilst 
some  companies  of  the  tegiiiKiit  fell  back,  others  con- 
tinued  to    advance.     In    this   broken    state    the    42nd   was 
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chargfd  by  the  enemy's  .iragoons,  when  for  so.ne  min- 
utes the  ,ss„c  of  eombat  appeared  very  doubtful,  hut 
tlie  il.Khlauders  fought  with  undiminishcl  courage 
'■'.l.vidMally  and  in  small  Kroups,  and  finally  beat  o.f  the' 
'•■^■neh.nen.  In  this  eh.MK'e  Sergeant  Sinelair.  who  had 
tl-f  eapt.ned  M.-.ndar.l  of  ,1„.  Juvi.uilile,-  in  bis  care 
was  ri,|de..  dn«  „  and  stunned,  an.l  on  regaining  his 
>cns..s  ,„„„d  ,|„.  standard  gnne.  It  was,  however 
.eu.vered  by  J'rivate  Anthony  I.ntz,  of  ,he  Minorca 
KeKUMent.     » l,n    l,a,l    adva.ued    to    support    the    4-M..I 

I  >«""'«  the  n.elee  Sir  Kalph  Ahercrond.y  was  attacked 
.V  two  dragoons,  who  attempted  to  take  him  prisoner, 
lie  uas  rescued  by  Corpoiai  liarker  and  two  privates 
of  the  ■•IJIack  Watcli,"  who  shot  one  of  his  assailant, 
and    put    the    other   to    tlight. 

•Ihe  hrench  made  one  more  atteni|,t  on  the  right  (,f 
tile-  lintish  position,  which  was  repulsed,  as  were  the 
attacks  on  the  centre  and  left.  I!y  8  a.m.  the  enemy  was 
iKaten  at  all  poi„ts,  and  by  ten  o'clock  they  wJre  in 
full  relieat.  The  j..y  of  tins  famous  victory  was  over- 
shadowed by  the  fall  of  the  gallant  Abercrond.y,  who 
»as  mortally  woun.led  by  a  mu.ket  ball,  and  .lied  on 
hoard    the    houdmyant    on    the    .•Stb     .March. 

The  ISritish  lost  --44  kille.l  and  i,u,.,  wounded.  The 
4-^nd  s  casualties  amounting  to  ,;4  killed  and  j6i 
"oun.led.  The  cmduct  of  the  regiment  on  this  occasion 
lias  been  a  favourite  theme  with  military  historians,  and 
well-des.rved  honours  were  bestowed  on  tl.e  survivors 
l>y  a  grateful  cuntry.  Tlie  b.Utle  of  Alexandria  resulted 
ni  the  capitulation  of  J4.„oo  iMench  veterans  a.id  the 
1  e  coiKpiest    of    ICgypt. 

dbcir  JBravcrv?  38ri^btcn8  tbc  last  /fiomcnts 
of  Sir  3obn  ^oorc 

Im  pursuance  of  their  policy  of  opposing  Xapoleon 
the  ISntish  Government  sent  an  expedition  to  Portugal 
to  assist  the  people  of  that  country  in  drivini.'  their 
Irench  conquerors  across  the  bonier.  The  cowardice  and 
treachery  ,,t  the  Portuguese  rcn.Iered  this  campaign  a 
failure,  hut  the  masterly  retreat  of  Sir  John  Moore  to 
the  seap.Mt  of  Corunna  shed  a  lustre  upon  British  arms 
which  time  has  not  even  dimmed.  In  order  to  cover 
his    endiarkath.n    the    General    gave    battle    at    Corunna. 
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Twcnfy     thousand      French    troops     as-icniblf.l     on    the 
opposite    hills,    where    soon    after     niidilay    on    the     i6lh 
of  January   they   were   seen   preparing   for   action.     Ahout 
two    in    the    afternoon    a    heavy    battery    opened    its    fire; 
three  columns  of  attack  covered  by  skirmish.rs  descended 
the   mountains.     'I'hc    first    column    carried    the    villanc    of 
Klvina,    then    dividing,    attenipteil    to    turn    the    ri^ht    of 
Sir    David    Raird's   division,    and    to    break    its    front.     .\t 
the    same   time   the   second   cidumn    advanced    against    the 
centre;    and    the    thir.l    attacked    tlie    left.     The    brunt    of 
the    battle    on    the    right    was    sustained    by    the     iMuirth. 
Korty-second     ("Rlack    Watch")     and    the     I-iftieth     Ke«i- 
nients   under  Majordeneral   Lord   William    I'.entinck:   and 
this  brigade  resisted  the  furious  onset  of  tlie  enemy  with 
a   resolution   and   energy  which   proved  the  unconciuerable 
soirit    and    excellent    discipline    of    the    three     regiments. 
The    Fourth   met   that   part   of   the    French   column    which 
attempted    to    turn    the    right    flank    by    the    valley;    and 
the    Forty  second    (the    "Rlack    Watch")    encountered    the 
battalions   breaking    through    F.lvina.     The    ground    round 
the    village    was    intersected    by    stone    walls     and    holly 
roads,    and    a    severe    combat    ensued.      Sir    John    Moore 
was  on   the  spot,  and  as  the  "Pdack  Watch"  advanced   to 
meet   the    enemy   he    called   out,    "Highlanders,    remember 
Kgypt:"     The   sound    of   the   'oicc   of  the  bcloveil   otTicer, 
under    whose    command    they    had      con,|uercd    at     .Mex- 
andria,    animated   the   solilicrs.    and    tliev   rushed    forward, 
overpowering    all     opposition.       The     Fiftieth      Regiment, 
entering    Flvina    with    the    retreating    enemy,    recaptured 
the   village.     The  general   applauded   this  brilliant  success, 
and   ordered   up  a  battalion  of  Footguards  to  fill  the  voiil 
in    the   line    occasione<l   by   the   advance   of   the   two   regi- 
ments,   when    the   light    infantry    and    two   or   three   other 
companies   of   the   Forty  second,    who   had    expended   their 
ammunition,    mistook   his   intention    and    retired,    thinking 
they    were    to    be    relieved    by    the    Footguards.      .\t    that 
moment   the  enemy   became   reinforced,   renewed  the  fight 
beyond  the  village,  the  commanding  oflficr  of  the  Fiftieth 
was   woundcil   and   taken  pii>oiicr.    an(i    Klvina   became   i':v 
scene    of    another    struggle.      General     Sir    John     Moore, 
observing   this,    turned    to    the    ITigblanders    who    had    re- 
tired,    and    said:    "Afy    brave      Forty-second,     join      your 
comrades;    ammunition    is    coming,     and    you     have    your 
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I.ay...,ct.s.       At    the    well-known     voice    of    their    general 
the    lliKhlan.i.rs  ..ntly    spranR      forwanl    an.i    close.I 

with    the    enemy    wi.li    l.ay.inets.     About    this    perio.l    Sir 
J>nvi,l    lia.nl   was   woun.le.l   and    furee.I   to   ,iuit   the   fiel.l 
an.l    s<,on   afterwanls   Sir   John    Moore    wa,  struck   to   the 

Kronn.l    by    a    can ,    ball.     He   was   raised    up;    his  eyes 

were  steadily  fixed  „n  the  IliKhla.ulers.  who  were  con- 
tendniK'  manfully  with  their  numerous  antaRonists-  a.ul 
wlun  he  was  assured  that  the  "I'.lack  Watch"  were 
victorious,  his  r„„„,e.„ance  brightened  up.  he  expresse.l 
his  satisfaction,  and  was  removed  to  the  rear,  where 
he  expire,!,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  officers  and  the 
sol.liers.  who  admired  an,l  .steeme.l  their  gallant  eom- 
■■".-'luler.  The  French  were  r-pulsed  at  every  point,  and 
thev  withdrew  from  the  contest  with  a  consi.Ierable 
•liminut.on  of  their  superior  numbers.  The  Rritish  were 
'-•Hiniphant.  and  they  had  proved  that,  although  in- 
ic'ssant  toll,  loss  of  sleep  an.I  food,  and  exposure  to 
mclemenc  weather  might  .liminish  their  physical  powers 
yet  their  innate  bravery  remained  in  its  full  vigour 
■■^Hit-Ceneral  Hope  in  his  .lespatches  expressed  his 
hanks  to  the  -Mlack  Watch,"  and  they  were  permitted 
to   add      (  orunna"    to   their   colors. 


Cbc  ".-eiacH  •uaatcb"  at  Quatrc  JBras 

The  return  of  Xapolcon  from  Kiba  once  more  forced 
<l'o  l.rnish  (JovernmcMt  t<.  sen.l  an  army  to  the  Conti- 
m-nt  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Prussian  and  Belgian 
t'onps    ni    overthrowihg    him. 

I-?>«dinK  at  Ostend.  the  42nd.  under  Col.  Sir  R 
-Macara.  marched  to  lirussels.  and  was  attached  to  the 
.Sth.  l>,cton-s  fighting  .livision.  In  the  middle  of  June 
l.onaparte  endeavoured  by  a  rapid  movement  to  inter' 
pose  netwcrn  the  liritish  an.l  I'russians.  so  that  he  might 
defeat  them  in  .letail.  Xews  of  this  movement  reached 
l.russcls  late  on  ijth  June,  and  by  4  a.m.  on  the  .6th 
I'.cton's  division  was  on  its  way  to  meet  the  enemy. 
.^ftcr  a  march  ol  twenty  two  miles  the  4.nid  arrived  at 
I'K-  post  of  r.es  Ouatre  liras  just  as  the  and  French 
corps  un.ler  Marshal  Xe,-.  «as  developing  a  serious 
attack  on  that  position.  The  J5.itish  regiments  forme.l 
for  action  as  they  came  on  the  scene  of  conflict  and 
been    assailed    by    the    enemy    advancing    from    different 
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THK    HI..\(  K    UAK  II    AT  (.>i:.\TUK   UUAS 
(from  an   O.'il  Paintiug  ) 


"•  •'•■"''   '••■«""<"t   h...l  to  fmht   iM.I,|,.n,U.„iIy.   an,l   i„ 

»...ny    ...staiuvs   m   .i.,m.|    „r    fall   l.y   it,df.     A^  tl.c   4  .,,.1 
was    a,lva,u.,n«    ,hr.,„,.|,    a    ry.-.iH.I.    i,    „,,    ,,,,r„,,|    , 
••'    l'-<ly    ..f    IV.MKh    la.ucr,    lK-f,.u.    it    ha,t    time    t,.    for,,, 
«l...-.rr.        Il,o„Kl,     ,ak.„     at    a    .lisa,lva„ta«..,     tl„-     Koyal 
n.Kl.la...l..rs    w.r.    „o,    ,|,s,nayc-.|.    a,„l.    f,^}ni„«    hack    to 
l.n.k,     ,|„.y     r.p„K,.,|    th.ir    a,.taKo„|s„.      The    two    flank 
c.M„|.a,i„.s    sutrtT.Ml  most    s.'vcrrly,  ami    Sir  Kohort    \lacara 
who    was   with    them,    was   kilU',!   hy  a   la.icc   thrust.     Col 
'Hk   M,cT«-.li.,|   hi,,,,  hut  soo„   f..|l  „.v,-rely  wom„,Ic,I.  and 
MrtvetMajor    Davidson   mt-t    with   n    like    fate.     The   com- 
ma,,.!   the,,   .levolve.l   o„    lirevetMajor   Camphell.     Shortly 
after   the    repulse   of   the    I.ancers    the   4-'>,.l    was   charKcl 
I'v    a     ,emme„t    of    Cuirassiers.       As     related    hy     SerRt 
A"'t..„     (4..nd)     in     his    ".Military     Life":    "Our    last    file 
liad    itot    into   s.iuare  and    into   its   proper   place   so   far   as 
"ne,|ual,^ed    companies    could    form    a    .s,|uarc.    when    the 
Cuiras-iers    .lashed     full    .,n    two    of    its    faces.      A     most 
-lestruclive     fire     was     opefte.l.       Rj.lers      cased     in     heavy 
arm..nr     fell     tumhlin^     fr.,m     their     h..rses;      the     V.rses 
re-ire.l.     plunged     a„.l     fell      on     the    .lismounte.l  rs. 

Shrieks  an.l  ,.;roai,s  .,f  men,  the  neiKhiuK  of  hor-  .n.l 
the  diseharKe  ..f  musket,  v  rent  the  air.  as  mc,  and 
horses  mixe,!  tOKcther  in  one  heap  of  indiscriminate 
slaughter.  Those  wh.,  were  ahlo  to  fly.  fled  towar.ls 
a  wood  on  our  ri^'ht  from  when  they  had  issued  to  the 
attack." 

I'inally,  the  French  were  repuls.-d  at  all  points,  an.l 
the  liritish  stoo.l  victorious  ..n  the  f^el.l  of  hattle  \t 
«)uatre  liras  the  4^.1.1  displaye.l  "unparallele.l  hravery  " 
and  were  particularly  mentioned  hy  the  Huke  of  Wellinu- 
t.m  ,„  his  despatch.  The  h.sses  of  the  rcKimen:  amounted 
to    3    officers    and    4-    men    kill -d    an.l    2,.,    woun.led. 

Cbc  ♦•JSlack  xaatcb"  at  lUatcrloo 

It,  the  hattle  of  Waterloo,  in  which  the  4Jn,l  was 
I.art,ally  ennaKe.l,  the  regimental  casualties  were  .  .^en 
killed  an.l  j..  (,nclu.Ii„K  6  officers)  woun.le.l.  Through- 
out  th,s  memorahle  and  historic  .lay  the  "lilack  Watch  " 
although  reduce.l  in  numhers,  performe.l  j.ro.liKies  of 
v.iL.ur,  as  ,lid  the  rest  of  the  ISritish  tnjops  engage.l  and 
well  ma,ntaine.l  the  tra.litions  of  the  regi,nent.  It  is 
«a:,l    that    when    the     "Scots     Greys"    were     ordere.l    to 
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ili:irk!f  tlif  I'riiiili,  llir  llii;lil;in<l<rs  (ki.-iiik-  sc.  tii|lm>icl 
lli.it  lin.ikinK  ranks  lluv  i.uikIii  ImM  uf  the  stirrii|.«  of 
llu-  ■drays"  mid  .  Iiarm-il  ;,,,  s,.inp  distnm  «iili  thiiii 
shuiiliiiK  ••Sinll.iihl  fur  rv.r:"  llu.  wnr.l  ■W.il.  i  loo" 
lioriif  on  tluir  .olois  romni. moral.  ^  llir  K.ilt.iiilry  of 
iIk'  4-Mii|  in  the  ^.liorl  hut  ulorions  i.iiiii..iii.n  of  1H15, 
wliiih    risulti-.l    in    the    liii.il    ovt  rtlirow    of    I'.onap.nir. 

Cbc  "JBlacft  lUatcb"  at  Blma 

Tlio  lialllc  of  tlu-  Alnia  was  tlic  first  one  foii«lil  by 
llio  allu.l  ISritish  anil  I'riiHli  armies  ilnriiiK'  tlic  Irinuan 
War.  aii<l  rcsnllfd  in  a  loinpktc  \iitory  for  llu-  allied 
arms.  Tlu-  s|,,ry  of  how  tlu-  "lil.uk  Watch"  Kaiiuvl 
haik  the  Highland  honntt.  of  which  they  had  lieen  do 
prived,    is   one    of    its    most    K'nrions    trailitions. 

The  Russians  I  mI  masse, I  a  hir^e  b.dy  of  picked 
infantry  in  entrenchments  at  the  crest  of  a  hill  which 
commanded  the  slope  up  which  the  ISritish  hail  to 
rharue  in  order  to  Rain  the  position.  It  was  the  crisis 
of  the  hattle,  ami  the  "lilack  Watch"  were  selected  hy 
l.ord  Kaplan  for  the  terrible  task.  "IIi«hlanders,"  said 
Sir  ('<ilin  Campbell,  ere  they  came  to  lite  charge,  "I  am 
Kolni;  to  ask  a  favour  of  yon.  It  is  that  yon  will  act 
so  as  to  justify  me  in  asking  permission  of  the  Oueeii 
for  you  to  we.ir  the  bonnet.  Don't  pull  a  trij-wer  fill 
you're  within  a  yard  of  the  Kussians."  They  charged, 
anil  well  they  obeyed  their  chieftain's  wish.  Sir  Colin 
had  liis  horse  sh,,t  under  him;  but  his  men  took  the 
battery  at  a  bound.  The  Russians  rushed  out  and  left 
multilndcs  of  dead  behind  them.  .  .  .  l"lie  battle  of 
Alma  was  won.  but  it  was  won  with  the  loss  nf  nearly 
f.ooo  killed  and  wounded  on  the  si  le  of  the  allies,  and 
three  or  four  times  that  lunnber  on  the  part  of  the 
Russians. 

an  3nct0cnt  of  tbc  aima-Cbc  "»lacf;  lUatcb,' 
cbccr  tbc  Duhc  of  CambriDflc 

.\  letter  written  to  a  friend  by  a  corporal  of  the 
ISIack    Watch    y'ves   a    life  like   ),'li"ipsc    of   the   battle   seen  ■ 


at      the        ima:      "I  be    bubels      were     so    thick     it     w 

ould 

make    you    tliink    you    were    in    a    shower    (.f    h.ailsti 

ities. 

After    we    had    taken    the    lieiKlits     (mind    the    I'orty 

twa, 

tile     'I'dack    Watch.'      were    first    to    crown    it)     \vc 

sort 

of  half  fell  out  and  were  half  permitted.     As  I   was 

look- 
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iiiK  at  the  awful  carnaRC  I  came  across  a  poor  Pole;  lie 
was  sliot  ill  the  stomach,  aiul  was  in  Rreat  a^ony.  I 
went  ilown  on  my  knees.  The  tear  stoo<l  in  my  eye, 
and  I  cried  like  a  child.  I  clapped  liim  and  (javc  him 
a  drink  of  water,  which  was  all  I  could  ilo  for  liim. 
At  that  time  the  Duke  himself  came  up,  the  same  as 
if  he  were  one  of  our  chums;  and  at  the  same  time 
u])  came  a  colonel  on  horschack.  'I  have  to  thank 
your  Royal  IliKliness  for  saving  us  today.'  'Oh,'  says 
the  Duke,  'y(ni  must  not  thank  me,  for  these  are  the 
({cntlemen  that  won  the  day  and  saved  you.'  The  colonel 
replied,  'And  Sir  Colin,  too.'  'Ah.'  says  the  Duke, 
'Sir  folin  is  a  hrick.'  'Aye.'  says  a  serRcant  of  ours, 
'and  you  arc  a  hrick  ycnirself;  and  so  we  Rave  three 
times  three.  Sir  Colin  told  us  that  he  had  heen  Rranted 
the  favour  from  the  Ccmunander-in-chief  to  wear  a  42nd 
honnet   in    future." 

Zbc  "3i8lacf?  "Waatcb"  at  Xucftnovv 

In    AuRUSt,     1 837,    the    42nd,    under    Col.    .\.    Cameron, 
cmharkcd   in   six   transports   for   India   to   aid   in   the   s\ip- 
pression   of  the  mutiny,   and  reached   Calcutta  in   Octolier 
and    Novemher.     On   the    3n\    Decemher   the   headquarters 
and    five    companies,     under    Col.     Thorold     (junior    lieu- 
tenant-colonel)   marched    with   a   co'.:nm   from   Cheniee   to 
Cawnnore— a   distance   of  nearly  eiRhty   miles,    which  was 
cover.-d    in    fifty-six    hours— and    on    the    6th     they    ti>ok 
part  in  the  action  at  Cawnpore,  when  their  old  RriRadier, 
Sir   Colin   Camphcll,   defeated   the   re^els.    On  the   8th  the 
4jnd    accompanied    Hope    Grant's    force,     which    pursued 
the    rehcls    alonp   the    road    to    Bithoor,    and,    comiuR    up 
with    them    at    the    ferry    of    Seria  Cdiat    on    the    C.auRcs. 
twenty-five    miles    from    Cawnpore,    on    the   qth,    captured 
all    their    artillery    and     a    quantity    of    ammunition    and 
camp    cc|uipaRe.     On    the    21st    Hope    Grant    returned    to 
nithoor.   where   the   remainder  of  the   42nd,   under   :Ma.ior 
Wilkinson,    joined    hcad(iuarters. 

In  March,  1S58.  the  t2nd  took  part  in  the  siepe  ai,d 
capture  of  T.ucknow.  inchidiiiR  the  attacks  on  the 
Martiniere.  K-n's  TiunRalow,  and  HeRum  Kootcc.  Not- 
withstandiuR  the  severe  fiRlitiuR  at  T.ucknow,  the  4-'nd 
only  lost  5  men  killed  .md  I.ieut.  Farquharson  and  41 
men  wounded.  The  story  of  :  >w  Jessie  T.rown  put  heart 
into    the    almost    despairioR    Rarrisou      by    her    assertions 


that  rehef  wa.  niKh,  that  she  could  hear  the  "Slogan" 
of  the  Highlanders  long  before  there  was  any  sign  of 
them  ,s  a  matter  of  history  known  to  every  Canadian 
^ch..ul  boy.  Jlc-r  predictions  proved  to  be  true  The 
■""....ecrs  were  routed  and  the  heroic  garrison  re- 
I'fved  and  once  again  British  valour  proved  that  it 
was^fully    e.,ual    to    anything     that     .night     be    re.,uired 

'9"A.    havj   chose,       L'V*'  /H"'     '"     ^^■■"^•■"l>fr     loth, 

'Jcnt    of    Jesst    i  ro'f,   'l'"',^   "^    I-ucknovv.    with    the    inci: 

i'.|-s   of    the    regi„,ent,    to    be  presented   nightb'  "" 

^be  -JSIacft  matcb"  atCoomassie 

-At    the   close   of  the   vcar    iS-,    .1,,  i    ■> 

,  ""-  i<-V    i«/,?   the  42nd   Kcgnnent   was 

cxpe.hfun   against    the   King   of  Ashanti. 

-^Ir.      II.     M.    Stanley,    the      Xew    Vork      Ileral.l      cor- 
spondent.     ,„     describing    the     advance    on     Coonia^si  . 
,.     ks     bus  „f  the   -lilack  Watch":   ••The  conduct  of  th 

>■■     ul         I  ■"    ""    '"•■"''■   "^-''^^   "^'^   b--'    considerably 

>^l.uulcd     but   mere   laudation   is  not   enough   for  the   gal 

:::iz  ::'  '■-.'^^^''--'^'-'^  "-'^  -K^-ent  .zx, 

■••''■';.>.       It    was    the    audacious    spirit    and    true    military 

-mg   on    the    part   of   the    Higblan.lers    as   they   moved 

"    <l.o    road    to    Coomas>ie    which    challenged    admira- 

'■""      I's    day.       \ery    „,any    were    borne    back    seriouslv 

--...ded.    but    the    regiment    never    halte.i    nor    wavered- 

-  .t    went,    until    .he    Ashan.is.    perceiving    it    useless   to 
<.«h     agan.st   men   who   would  advance   heedless   of  ambu- 

^ow^'i  T"  ^"'"-  ""■''  "'^■'^"•'^  =""'  "■^''  P-"i--tricken 
«auls  (oomas-e.  being  perforated  by  balls  whenever 
'iH-y  showed  themselves  „.  ,be  hawk-eyed  Scots.  ()„e 
">an  ex  ,b„ed  himself  eminently  brave  among  the  brave 
"H-n       Il,s    name    was    Thomas    Adams.      It    is    said    that 

-  '-■      I'e    way    to    C.omassie.    and    kept    himself    about 
un   yards   ahead    of    his   regimen,,   bounding   on    the   roa.i 

■ke   a   well.traine,l    hound    on   a    hot    scent.     This   example. 
"Kcthcr    w,th    the   cool,   calm    conunand    of   Col.    Md.eo.I 

iiail      n      nnri-..l),  .1...      ,.iY.    -  ....__ 
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■in.i    Uaucluipc  and   14   ,„cn   of  tUn    .,    1 

\f'^r     the    canfr,.    -,     .      .                    ^^    "'    ''"*=   «oun.le<!. 
^    lapture    an, I     destruction     ,>f      ,• _     . 


rncti.,,,     of      (-.....nassic    the 


-r.fsh  tn,o,.,s  returned  to  the  Cc.sf  .  ■"""•'^-■e  U.e 
';^-'n.ary  the  -.Ma.k  VVatc^^:^  ^  Z  Z  !'%  '''' 
■■■vn.K  at  Portsmouth  on  .,rd  m!  d  „'-"«'•'""'•  »■- 
-'"...and  the  word  ■'Mln^'\rZ.^'f-^^ 
--y   ■■-•.-.ctions   on    the   colours     "  .ht  "" 


rcKunfut. 


Cbc"»iacftiuatcb'  fntbcSou&an 

"f    tlie    assault.       ]iy    6,0    th  -   7  ,  '"   '"""""" 

A.a'.i's    cntre.uhn.en,.  ,  '"'"-'    "•''-*      "^■"-    an-I 

..   0   othcers  and   37   men   wounded. 
'"      '-'Tuary.      ,884,     the     battalion,     under     r  ien.    r   , 
'■leeii,     proceeded     to     t;...!  •  i'"<itr     I.ieut.-Col. 

'■"'.-"•'     field      ir    w   hI'"    "    ""'    "'      "■■      '■^-■'^ 
.vl-ellious     .rihesith       ;;"'*"    "'""'^'    '''^•■'"■■■^^    ""^ 

'■V-.ruarv,;ra.^n-     f     ce         'r,'"""-^"-     ""    "^    -'<»'■ 
-       i.iiiam.s  torce  marched  to  the  relief  of  T  1 

■""I    cncountere,!     the    enemy    of    kI     T  .         ,  ,  ■"■' 
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;'art   in   the  battle  of  Kirbek 


pipers 


>    position    at    the 


truck    up,    and    with 


point    of     the   b, 


lekan,   and   carried 


layonet. 
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enemy  uas  unable  to  resist,  and  which  called  forth  the 
a.lmiration  of  the  Rencral.  Without  a  check  the  bat- 
talion a.lvance,!.  scaled  the  rocks  and  drove  the  e.iemy 
from  the  shelter."  Meanwhile  the  cavalry  ha.l  cap- 
tured the  cicmy's  camp,  an.l  the  South  Staffonl  (.,8th) 
having  gallantly  stormc.l  the  remainintf  portion  of  the 
position,  the  battle  of  Kirbckan  was  won.  'Ihe  '  l.ac-k 
Watch"  h.st  T.icut.-Col.  Covcny  and  5  i"L-n  kdled; 
1  icut.-Col.  Wauchopc  (afterwards  killc<l  at  the  attack 
on  .\l.-.Kersfontcin.  South  Africa)  an.l  2  1  men  wounded. 
C.eneral    Karle    also    f.l!    at    the    moment    of    victory. 
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